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WEEKLY MORBIDITY REPORT 
EXPLANATORY COMMENT 


This report presents each week the annual admission rates per 1000 
average strength for certain communicable diseases, venereal diseases, and all 
_ causes combined (diseases, injuries and poisonings). Source material is the 
weekly communicable disease reports submitted to BuMed by all shore stations 
within the continental limits of the United States. 


Admission rates are calculated on an annual basis to facilitate com- 
parison with corresponding annual, quarterly or monthly figures. Such annual 
rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 1000 average strength 
which would occur over a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued 
for ayear. They are obtained as follows: 


Number of Admissions During the Week X 52 
Average Strength for the Week 


X 1000 


In order to make this report promptly available the figures contained 
herein are presented, in general, as reported. The symbol # indicates that current 
data are not available. In such cases, the most recent data are utilized. 


Shore stations with an average strength of 500 or more are listed in- 
dividually; stations under 500 strength are grouped. 
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Week Ending 13 May 1944 


The admission rate for All Causes continued the downward trend which has been evident 
since the fourth week of January 1944. The curve stands below the 1943 curve for the correspond- 
ing week. The highest rate (880) was reported for the Potomac and Severn River Commands, the 
lowest (428) for the 4th District. 


The respiratory disease curve also continued downward this week and remains well below 
the 1943 curve. The curve for these infections turned upward in the 8th and 12th Districts only. 
The highest rate (229) was reported by the 9th District, the lowest rate (74) by the 7th District. 


The admission rate for the venereal diseases showed a sharp increase this week bring- 
ing it to the highest point recorded for either 1943 or 1944 to date. The 8th District reported the 
highest rate (48), the 6th District the lowest (17). 


Influenza and Catarrhal Fever. The downward trend for these infections continued and 
for the first time since the third week in October 1943 the curve approached a rate of 100. The 
highest rate (161) was reported for the 3rd District, the lowest (47) by the 7th District. 


Pneumonia--Broncho and Lobar. The rate for these infections, as during the previous ~ 
week, was reported at 3. The curve stands midway between the 1942 and the 1943 curves for the 
corresponding period. The highest rate (7) was reported for the 13th District. The 4th District 
reported no cases. 


Pneumonia, Atypical. For the tenth consecutive week the rate remained at 3. The curve 
for 1944 to date has stood consistently above the 1943 curve for the corresponding periods. Again 
the 11th District reported the highest rate (10). No other District reported a rate over 5. The 
4th District reported no cases. 


Tonsillitis and Pharyngitis, Acute. The rate for these infections rose slightly but not 
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enough to break the general trend downward which has been evident since the fifth week of January 
1944. The highest rate (93) was reported for the Potomac and Severn River Commands, the lowest 
rate (24) for the 6th District. 


Rheumatic Fever, Acute. For the third time since Jan. 1, the acute rheumatic fever rate 
dropped to 2. The trend has been generally downward since the third week in February. The high- 
est rate (12) was again reported from the 13th District. No other District reported a rate above 3. 
The 4th, 6th, and 7th Districts and the Potomac and Severn River Commands reported no cases. 


Scarlet Fever. The scarlet fever rate dropped to 5 this week, for the first time since the 
second week in September 1948. The curve stands at a point intermediate between the 1942 andthe 
1943 curves for the corresponding week. An increased rate was recorded in only three Districts, 
the 6th, 7th, and 12th. The highest rate (23) was reported for the 13th District. No other District 
reported a rate over 10. The 4th District reported no cases. 


Cerebrospinal Fever, Meningococcic. The rate for this disease was reported again at 
0.38. This rate is well below that registered for the corresponding week of 1948. No District re- 
ported a rate above 0.82 and the Ist, 4th, 6th, 7th, 12th, and 13th Districts reported no cases. 


Malaria. The malaria rate dropped again to 2 this week. The curve still stands, however, 
above the 1943 curve for the corresponding period. The highest rate (5) was reported for the 11th 
District. The Potomac and Severn River Commands and the 9th District reported no cases. 


Measles. The curve for measles dropped this week to 8,the lowest point recorded since 
the third week in December 1943. The 1944 curve stands above the 1943 curve but below the 1942 
curve for the corresponding period. The highest rate (21) was reported for the 13th District, the 
ara a (18) for the Potomac and Severn River Commands, the lowest (0.95) for the 12th 
District. 
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